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Arizona ACC Annual Meeting
May 15, 2015
4:30 pm Board meeting
5:30 pm Registration & Reception
6:00 pm - Dinner Program
Click here to register.
Click here to book your hotel. Discounted
room rates aailable through April 17th.
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Find a Mentor, Be a Mentor: Register for ACC’s Mentoring Program
The College’s online mentoring program, developed through the efforts of the Early Career Professionals Leadership
Council and Section, is designed to help create and foster mutually beneficial mentor/mentee relationships. The
program connects experienced cardiovascular professionals with younger professionals based on areas of interest,
specialty and expertise. Register online and find out more at ACC.org/Mentoring.
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Congratulations to our new
Arizona Chapter FACCs!
Oday Al Rabadi, MBBS, FACC
Faisal A. Bahadur, MD, F.A.C.C
Pradeep K. Bhat, MD, FACC
Nisha L Bhatia, MD, FACC
Andrew Cassar, MD, FACC
Risa Michelle Cohen, MD, PhD, FACC
Ghassan Dalloul, MD, FACC
Pawel Doloto, MD, FACC
Ankur A. Karnik, MD, FACC
Husnu Evren Kaynak, MD, FACC
Kioumars Mostafizi, MD, FACC
Michael D. Seckeler, MD, FACC
Danielle A. Stearns, DO, FACC
Prakash Goutham Suryanarayan,
MBBS,MD, FACC
Omar R. Wani, MD, FACC

FIT CORNER:
The answer: “An exciting new way to
showcase your talent and represent
your fellowship program."
The question: What is the FIT's ACC.15
Jeopardy challenge?
That's right, at this year’s annual ACC Scientific
Session in San Diego, a Jeopardy challenge tournament
brought FITs from around the country to cordially
compete against each other.
Don’t miss this fantastic educational experience at our
our local 2016 AZ-ACC annual conference.
We are now looking for FITs from the states of
Arizona and Colorado to participate in this
engaging forum.
Please send an email to annie@aminc.org with the
names and email addresses of the FITs from your
program who are willing to participate in this 2016
event. Invite your peers and colleagues to come
spectate and root for you during the event. But we
remind them not to blurt the answers out, as we know
it is difficult for physicians to hold back the answers to
intriguing medical questions! We look forward to
seeing you there!
Mohamad Lazkani, MD
Fellow-In-Training Chair

Pridhvi Yelamanchili, MD, FACC

Toll Free: 1-877-460-5880 Fax: 253-265.3043 Email: azacc@aminc.org
PMB 308, 3849 E. Broadway Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85716
Website: www.acc-az.org 2

The
Heart of Arizona
___________________________
Spring 2015
Women in Cardiology (WIC) Corner

by Sarika Desai, D.O.
AZ Women in Cardiology Section Chair
Liaison to National WIC Section, Arizona Heart Institute
The following article was posted on ACC National’s “ACC in Touch” blog
The Arizona Chapter of the ACC recently had their first women in cardiology mentoring event. The 8 panelists
consisted of Elaine Niggeman, M.D. cardiologist and clinical assistant professor at University of Arizona, Suzanne
Sorof, M.D. interventional cardiologist and clinical assistant professor at Midwestern University, Sarika Desai, D.O.
general cardiologist at Arizona Heart Institute and volunteer faculty at Midwestern University, Shani Saks, D.O.
general cardiologist at AZ Heart Institute, David Biglari, D.O. interventional cardiologist at VA Phoenix, Heemesh
Seth, DO. pulmonology at Banner Good Samaritan Medical Center, Nazi Ahmad, D.O. hematologist/oncologist at
Palo Verde Medical Group. These were all physicians in the community who were contacted by us because they teach
students on a consistent basis and expressed a genuine interest in giving back to medical students so they can avoid
potential pitfalls in their training.
This was the first time the WIC section organized a mentoring event to address the growing needs of medical students
who wish to connect with physicians in the community but often do not have a forum in which to do so. Many
students rely on their 3rd or 4th year hospital/clinic rotations to obtain information on particular specialties, work life
balance, medical student expectations, and general residency/fellowship questions.
We had approximately 100 medical students in attendance. After the event, several students greeted our panelists and
expressed gratitude to our entire panel. One of the medical students, who is the current president of the Women’s
Osteopathic Medical Association at Midwestern University, wrote an email to me which I’d like to share.
“I want you to know that I have already received feedback from many students stating that this has been one of the
best events they have ever attended. Your stories, advice, and insight were particularly inspiring. Thank you for your
honesty and willingness to strengthen both myself and my colleagues through sharing your experiences. As you know,
this road is not easy. Having mentors, such as yourself, is priceless and shows us that we can aspire to become more
than we may have dreamed possible.”- Kathryn Nelson
With these kindhearted words relayed after our event, I believe the American College of Cardiology is truly making a
difference at an earlier stage in training process and inspiring more and more females to carry the torch forward. I
thank the College and our regional director, Lianna Collinge, for their support of our event.
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Advocacy - An Individual Right and a Professional Responsibility
In a recent post on the ACC in Touch Blog, Richard Chazal, MD, FACC, vice president of the ACC, explores
professional responsibility to advocacy and the ACC's most recent efforts in health policy. "The ACC's long-term
advocacy focus has been, and continues to be on the ultimate wellbeing of patients, both in the U.S. and around the
globe. One need only look at some of the College's recent efforts to make this point: advocacy for funding for
cardiovascular research; advocacy for the use of scientific registries for quality improvement; advocacy for pulse ox
legislation and smoke-free laws. The list goes on. Expansion of work into the international sphere is also underway.
The College has played an integral role in global policy efforts to battle non-communicable diseases and is working
with partner societies and ACC International Chapters around the globe to support policies aimed at improving heart
health and reducing cardiovascular mortality." Read more on the ACC in Touch Blog.

Take Action: Write to Your Legislators in the
114th Congress
The 114th Congress has convened in Washington, DC, and the
ACC needs your help with education and outreach! With a number
of new lawmakers and a shift in power in the Senate, now is a
crucial time for ACC members to educate policymakers about the
impact their decisions have on patients, providers and practices.
Clinicians are able to offer unique, patient-provider expertise at a
time when the future of medicine is being debated. Our members
are critical components of our congressional grassroots efforts. The
ACC's key priorities for 2015 are to:
• Creating a value-driven health care system
• Ensuring patient access to care and cardiovascular practice stability
• Promoting the use of clinical data to improve care
• Fostering research and innovation in cardiovascular care
• Improving population health and preventing cardiovascular
disease
Click here to send a pre-populated letter to your legislators. The
ACC community must urge members of Congress to reduce
regulatory burdens on clinicians and support our efforts to provide
the delivery of high-quality, cardiovascular care.

Download the ACC Advocacy
Action mobile App!
ACC members can engage with lawmakers
and influence health policy with the ACC
Advocacy Action mobile app. The app
includes an interactive congressional directory
to locate lawmakers, timely talking points to
share during congressional visits, an event
scheduler to keep track of Capitol Hill
meetings, social media tools to engage with
legislators, and more. The app is available on
iTunes (iPhone, iPad) and Google Play
(Android devices).
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Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS) Clarification
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued guidance stating that eligible professionals' (EPs)
"services provided at or on behalf of an independent diagnostic testing facility (IDTF) align with the billing methodology
used for PQRS; therefore, these EPs are eligible and able to participate in PQRS." For 2013 and 2014, CMS excluded
IDTF services from PQRS reporting due to their billing methodology; however, CMS clarifies that these services do
align with the Part B methodology used for PQRS, and will be counted for 2015 reporting. EPs who rendered services
at or on behalf of an IDTF will not be subject to the 2015 or 2016 PQRS payment penalty for services billed under
the IDTF Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN). If these EPs receive Part B Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
reimbursements in 2015 reflecting a PQRS penalty, the claim will be automatically reprocessed to correct the payment.
EPs rendering services at or on behalf of an IDTF should participate in the 2015 PQRS reporting period to avoid the
-2 percent payment adjustment on 2017 payments. All EPs must report under each National Provider Identifier/TIN
combination under which they are submitting Part B claims to avoid any PQRS penalties. CMS sent this clarification
to subscribers of the PQRS Listserv on Feb. 25 with additional information on IDTF services eligible for PQRS
reporting. It will be posted soon on the PQRS FAQ. The ACC continues to work with CMS to obtain policies and
guidance to help you successfully participate in PQRS. Contact Christine Perez at cperez@acc.org with questions.

Full Set of Prevention Guidelines Now Available via ACC’s Guideline Clinical App
Version 2.0 of the ACC’s Guideline Clinical App is now available on the Apple and Android platforms. With the
addition of the Guideline on Lifestyle Management to Reduce Cardiovascular Risk and Guideline for the Management
of Overweight and Obesity in Adults, the app now contains the full set of clinical prevention guidelines released by
the ACC/American Heart Association in 2013. These additions expand the collection of clinical guidelines in the app
which already includes guidelines on assessment of cardiovascular risk, treatment of blood cholesterol, atrial fibrillation,
heart failure and valvular heart disease. Download the free app in the iTunes or Google Play app stores.

William Shatner Promotes the Value of FACC
William Shatner owes his good health and being able to enjoy his
active life to taking care of himself, regular exercise, healthy diet
and having good genes inherited from his parents - and taking
advice from good physicians, including his cardiologist. William
Shatner shares that his cardiologist is an F.A.C.C., a Fellow of the
American College of Cardiology and encourages patients to find
and use FACC.
Click on the image above to view the video.
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Dive Deep Into Your Area of Practice
with ACC.org Clinical Topic
Collections
By subscribing to one or more new in-depth clinical
topic collection on ACC.org, ACC members can
view customized content recommendations and
elect to have email digests delivered right to their
inbox. Clinical topic collections serve as centralized
homes for guidelines and clinical documents,
educational products, patient cases, expert
commentary and more, all related to a specific topic
area. Personalizing your ACC.org experience by
subscribing to clinical topic collections is easy. Log
into ACC.org, choose from the list of more than 20
clinical topic collections, select a topic and click on
the “notify me” button in the upper right corner.
Sign up and manage the frequency of your email
digests for your selected topics, as well as other
newsletter
subscriptions
through
My
Communication Preferences. For help getting
started on the new website, visit the ACC.org Quick
Start Guide.

ACC Archived Webinars
Did you know that you can find archived
webinars from throughout the years from the
ACC on ACC.org?
As a member, you have access to this wealth
of information here. To access them, you
must have an ACC.org log-in and use the
confirmation code and webinar access link
emailed to you once you.
Questions?
Contact ACC’s Resource Center at Phone:
202-375-6000, ext. 5603 or 800-253-4636,
ext. 5603 or resource@acc.org.

Upcoming Events:

For all event details, please visit our website calendar page.

May 15, 2015
Arizona ACC Annual Meeting
October 1-2, 2015

CDM 2015: Cardiovascular Disease Management: A Case-Based
Approach, Arizona Biltmore, Phoenix

October 18 - 20, 2015

ACC’s 2015 Legislative Conference, Washington, D.C.

October 22 - 24, 2015

15th Annual Maui Cardiovascular Symposium, The Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui Resort
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